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Youth in Peril
Something is Terribly Amiss in America

ÅDeath ɀSuicide Skyrocketing

ÅDepression ɀNo Hope

ÅDropouts ɀ30%: No Future

ÅDestruction ɀViolence 

ÅDrugs ɀ20% Addiction

ÅDespair ɀÔÈÅ ȰÄÒÅÁÍ ÉÓ ÄÙÉÎÇȱ

ÅDistrust ɀ70% Chronic Distrusters
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Teenage suicide in 
United States

Second leading 
cause of death 
for those aged 15 to 34

Among students in grades 9-12 in the U.S. during 2013:

ω мтΦл҈ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
previous 12 months (22.4% of females and 11.6% of males).

ω моΦс҈ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ 
in the previous 12 months (16.9% of females and 10.3% of males).

ω уΦл҈ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
12 months (10.6% of females and 5.4% of males).

ω  нΦт҈ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΣ 
poisoning, or an overdose that required medical attention (3.6% of 
females and 1.8% of males).

The Problem is Epidemic
and Unprecedented in our History

We are 
FAILING
OUR NEXT
GENERATION
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Only 7 in 10 
ninth -graders 
complete high 
school

Å Child is kicked out or drops out of high school every 26 seconds
Å 47% said they dropped out because they were bored, classes were not 

interesting/irrelevant (aimless, purposeless)
Å Nearly 7 in 10 respondents (69 percent) said they were not motivated or 

inspired to work hard
Å Low income students are 5 times more likely to drop out
Å Nearly one half Blacks, Hispanics, Native American fail to graduate 
Å High school dropouts are ineligible for 90% of jobs in the economy
Å 9th grade is the critical year for determining the path to the future
Å Almost three-fourths of Illinois prisoners have not completed high school; 

the dropout problem is one reason state prisons are bulging with 43 
percent more inmates than they were designed to hold.

Å More than one in five African-American dropouts is likely to be 
imprisoned 

Å States with high graduation rates historically have low incarceration rates, 
and states with many dropouts tend to have more of their residents in 
prison

The Problem is Epidemic
and Unprecedented in our History

We are 
FAILING
OUR NEXT
GENERATION
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Drug Abuse
is a 
Sign of Despair

Å First time that drugs surpassed car accidents as one of the 
leading causes of death since the government first began 
tracking drug-related deaths in 1979.

Å One in five teenagers had taken prescription drugs without 
ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΦ
20% of these adolescents are addicted.

Å 90% of Americans who are currently addicted started 
smoking, drinking or using drugs before age 18. A quarter of 
those who begin using addictive substances at these early 
ages become addicted as adults, while only one in 25 who 
start using these substances after age 21 does.

Å Harm that using substances such as tobacco, alcohol and 
ƳŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ 
affecting their ability to form proper judgments and mature 
emotionally.

The Problem is Epidemic
and Unprecedented in our History

We are 
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OUR NEXT
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The American Dream 
& Hope for the Future 
is Dying

Å American's youth are down on the future, with nearly half of 
those ages 18 through 29 believing the "American Dream" is 
ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ IŀǊǾŀǊŘΩǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ 
Politics.

Å Reflecting the sour mood of the overallelectorate, 48 percent 
ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ άCƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
5ǊŜŀƳ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŀŘΚέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ άŘŜŀŘΦέThose who picked 
άŀƭƛǾŜέ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ пф ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘΦ

Å Fifty-eight percent of college graduates saidthe dream was 
alive for them personally, compared to 42 percent of those not 
in college or who had never enrolled in college.

Å άLǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
America doesn't believe the American dream is there for them 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WƻƘƴ 5Ŝƭƭŀ ±ƻƭǇŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƛǎ ǘƛŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƘŜȅ Řƻƴϥǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻƴϥǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦέ
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Narcissism 
is Rampant

A Generation is 
becoming Numb

Å ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŜƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŀǎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ŀƴŘ Ωфлǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Michigan researchers collected from almost 14,000 college 
students over the last 30 years.

Å ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ пл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ŜƳǇŀǘƘȅ 
than their counterparts of 20 or 30 years ago, as measured by 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǘŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ǘǊŀƛǘΦέ

Å άaŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ τ
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨDŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ aŜΨ τas one of the most self-
centered, narcissistic, competitive, confident and 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Konrath, of University of 
Rochester Department of Psychiatry.

Å άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ
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The Problem is Epidemic
and Unprecedented in our History

Trust in our
Institutions has 
Crashed

Å Public trust in the federal government in Washington 
is at its lowest levels in half a century.

Å Just 22% of Americans say they trust the government 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ άƧǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎέ όо҈ύ ƻǊ άƳƻǎǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜέ όмф҈ύΦ 

Å The current level of skepticism was matched 
previously only in the periods from 1992 to 1995 
(reaching as low as 17% in the summer of 1994), and 
1978 to 1980 (bottoming out at 25% in 1980).

Å When the National Election Study first asked this 
question in 1958, 73% of Americans trusted the 
government to do what is right just about always or 
most of the time. 

Å The Disengagement of our Youth in guiding our 
Democracy is taking a massive toll on our future 

We are 
FAILING
OUR NEXT
GENERATION
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The Problem is Epidemic
and Unprecedented in our History

Most Young Adults see others as: 

ÅSelfish

ÅExploitive

ÅUntrustworthy

We are 
FAILING

OUR NEXT
GENERATION

Source: Pew Research Center; Survey conducted 
Nov 27 -Dec 10, 2018
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Most of the Time People
just Look Out for

Themselves

Most People would try to
Take Advantage of You if

they Got a Chance

Most People Can't Be
Trusted

Most Young Adults in U.S. see others as Selfish, Exploitative, 
Untrustworthy -- % of U.S. Adults
ÉÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÁÇÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ×ÈÏ ÓÁÙȣȢ

18-29 30-49 50-64 Age 65+

Source: Pew Research Center; Survey conducted Nov 27 -Dec 10, 2018
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Can Something Be Done?

If not you, then who?

If not now, then when?

If not here, then where?
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We Must Solve the Problem

with a Higher Level of Thinking

Than that which Created the Problem
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Objective

Turn éé.

Tragedy Into Triumph,

Adversity Into Advantage,

Fear Into Fortitude, &

Calamity Into Courage
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This Program is about starting to :

SET ONTO THE PATH OF YOUR HIGHEST PURPOSE

Mission & Purpose: Setting Your Personal Course of Destiny

Adversity Response: Turning Breakdowns into Breakthroughs

Learning to Lead your Life : Gaining Wisdom about Your World

Trust Building : Creating a World You Can Trust 
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Personal Leadership

üEmpowering Belief Systems

üGuiding Principles of Mission & Character

üCollaborative Excellence

üPersonal Discipline


